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New Zealand business events industry welcomes Regional Events Fund 
 
New Zealand’s business events industry has welcomed the Government’s drive to support 
domestic tourism through events with $50 million going to nine major regional groups across the 
country via the Regional Events Fund.  
 
Conventions & Incentives New Zealand (CINZ) Chief Executive, Lisa Hopkins says the industry 
is pleased to see more support going into the events sector.  
 
“It is good to see the sector has been recognised as an important driver of the domestic visitor 
industry, and business events have been acknowledged as a high-value contributor to regional 
visitation,” she says.  
 
“This longer-term investment in events will support the rebuilding of the visitor economy and 
provide valuable assistance for the people who work within it.  
 
“The fund will be a major boost for existing events, as well as the chance to develop new ones, 
building capability across the country. It gives the industry some funding opportunity across the 
next two to four years and will be especially helpful for 2021 and beyond.” 
 
The Regional Events Fund comes as a welcome addition to the government’s recently 
announced Domestic Events Fund, in which 20 of the 200 events receiving support were 
conferences and business events. The mechanics of how the fund will be distributed is still 
being worked through with further announcements to come. 
 
“CINZ will be encouraging the regional tourism organisations to ensure business events have a 
fair share of the fund and offer support to the New Zealand Convention Bureaux as they work 
through the process,” Lisa Hopkins says. 
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About Conventions and Incentives New Zealand (CINZ) 

• CINZ www.conventionsnz.co.nz is the official, membership-based association of New 
Zealand’s conference and business events industry with more than 460 members across 
a broad range of sectors. 

• CINZ takes a leadership role in increasing meetings, incentives, conference and events 
business for the benefit of its members, principal stakeholders and the New Zealand 
economy. 

• CINZ works to actively promote the sector, providing advocacy with central government 
and offering assistance, information, professional development and real business 
opportunities to its members. 

• CINZ manages New Zealand’s only national annual trade show MEETINGS, which 
generated over $64 million during its two days in Auckland in 2019. In 2021, MEETINGS 
will be held in Christchurch. 

• CINZ will host BE Reconnected in December 2020 as a proactive way to support the 
industry to reconnect with customers and each other 

• CINZ Approved PCO Group are qualified to handle the most complicated of domestic 
and international association conferences. Not only are CINZ Approved PCOs required 
to meet strict criteria, they are bound by a Code of Ethics, Rules and Responsibilities 
determined by CINZ.  
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